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A PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH. 

0, Son of God, grant peuce to Tin/ Holy Church, by driving 
away from it all factious and distracting thoughts* By Thy Holy 
Cross protect its doors from disputes entering it* brive away from 
it all quarrels. 

0, Lord God, lift Thou up the Holy Church by bringing unity 
and concord to its elders and rulers• Gather together kings and 
heathens in her fold* Make the crowns of kings an adornment to 
her. Lay on their shoulders the simple and pleasant yoke of Thy 
Holy Cross* 

O, Lord, further unity in Thy Holy Church, bestow on \er 
children happiness, keep her head raised up, enhance her glory , 
exalt her crown, fill her stores to the brim, multiply her followers, 
trample down her enemies and crush them that persecute her. Make 
her rejoice in her faithful and happy over those who sup at her 
tables. May the array of those who renew her strength sing her 
praise* 

O, Lord, grant peace to the Church in the different parts 
of the world. Increase the number of her shepherds , who 
govern her according to Thy Holy Will. Let light eternal shine 
upon her. Grant her happy months and peaceful years so that she 
may sing the praise of the mystery of the Holy Trinity. Amen. 

—From the Syrian Prayer Hook* 
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EDITORIAL 

The Only Hope of the World. 

It is now nearly a year since the present world struggle began. 
Id this short interval of time, the amount of money spent and the 
number of lives lost, only the future historian can say. Undoubt¬ 
edly, the toll, that has been paid both in money and in lives, must 
have been something prodigious. Money man may retrieve by his 
future labours but what can retrieve the very flower of human 
society sacrificed on the altar of totalitarian philosophy and the 
selfish ambitions of merciless dictators ? 

Man is the architect of his fortune. He makes nations, races, 
colours, languages and customs, which separate one from another- 
God is not responsible for them* God has made of one Mood all 
nations of men that dwell on the face of the earth. “ That they may 
be one even as we are one, 1 ' prayed our Lord. God is the 
unifying factor, while we build up the Babel of eo'nfusion. The 
crude nationalism, which is built upon human differences and which 
is so much to the fore in some of the European countries, is the 
underlying cause of the. present struggle and will be the funda¬ 
mental cause of future troubles. 

The war will come to a close sooner or later- It is for those 
who survive to bring the world to a state of normal equilibrium at 
which such disruptive and devastating wars, which shake the very 
foundation of human society aud civilization, would be impossible* 
The synthesis that makes war an intolerable monstrosity is the 
realization of the fundamental unity of man. Man’s external shell 
way be black or white but his soul, created in the very Image of 
God, is spiritual and untainted by material differences. The 
Negro’s soul in its pristine beauty is as white as any Nordic’s. 
They arc all destined to live together in the life hereafter. 

Only by this spiritual outlook and by the desire for service, 
which our Lord has shown us by His own example, can we solve 
the perennial problem of war and destruction, which so terribly and 
nakedly confronts the world. 

A Good Sign. 

It is not seldom that dark clouds have silver outlines to 
mitigate the encircling gloom. One good and hopeful sign of the 
present crisis, under which the whole European civilization is 
tottering, is the return to God. This sign is particularly noticeable 
in England. 

H. M. The King Emperor had appoint! d a national day of 
prayer, when the whole British Empire bowed its head before the 
'ihrone of Mercy in penitence and supplication. The Archbishop 
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of Canterbury had invoked the whole world to pray without ceasing- 
“ Lei every day be a day of prayer,’* said His Grace The same 
sentiment bad been given expression to by His Grace of York. 
u Eor those to whom is entrusted the cause of God one day of 
prayer is a small matter. Prayer is the means by whicn men raise 
themselves to a height from which all perspectives are changed. 

The response to H. Majesty’s appeal had been tremendous. 

It is said that churches in England are left open day and night and 
regular stream of people visit them for spiritual rest and refresh¬ 
ment. “European man has been proudly emancipating himself 
from the rule of God and it had its own retribution, said hr- Alec 
R. Vidler. Now we s«*e the return to God and it is a hopeful sign- 
If all Europe and all the world could be awakened to this conscious¬ 
ness, this war would have never been fought in vain- 

The Sixth Column. 

Another hopeful sign of the present war is the proposal made 
by that distinguished member of the British cabinet. Lord Halhfax, 
for the formation of the Sixth (’♦•lutxm to make perpetual interces¬ 
sion before God for the triumph of religion and righteousness and 
the overthrow of irrcligiou aud oppression in this struggle. It is 
significant that this move has come, from a member of the cabinet- 
Lord Hallifax is a uiau who will not allow his religion to be over¬ 
thrown by other considerations. He is every inch a Christian and 
bis Christianity will not be drowned by the humdrum of his othcial 
work- His appeal would have a very wide response. We, Indian 
Christians, may assure our brethren in England that we shall render 
them active service as the Sixth Columnists in their hour of trial. 

Britain Contra Mundum. 

With the fall of France, Britain is now lighting almost single- 
handed against Germany and her allies. She is not only fighting 
for the British Empire but also for the independence of France, 
Scandinavia, the low countries and Poland. She is above all fight¬ 
ing for the Christian religion and fur democracy which is a product 
of the Christian religion single handed as did that great father of 
old, St Athanasius. If the power of evil would prevail against 
Britain, barbarity would be let loose again in the world, at least for 
the time being. It has been found in a German hook recently, "If 
Jehovah has lost meaning for us Germans, the same may be said 
of Jesus Christ His Son. He docs not possess those moral qualities 
which the Church claims for Him. He certainly lacks those 
characteristics he would require to be a true German.” Can there 
be a worse blasphemy S> Whr cares for a citizen not mellowod by 
the gentle influence of the NazareneV 
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AH countries have contributed to the civilized world. The 
contribution of Britain to civilization is of no mean order. In liter¬ 
ature, in scientific achievments, in m^ral calibre and in the preser¬ 
vation of the Christian faith, the ccy ,.:bution of Britain has been 
in the forefront. The English character, the English sense of 
right and wrong and the English honesty are of superb quality, 
which one may not find to an equal extent in any other country. 
Whatever may be her national defects, for the good of the world, 
humanity and the Christian religion, we do not want Britain to be 
conquered. May Britain win and may her glory increase. 

Back to Dogma . 

Everybody deplores the present condition of Christianity. The 
present war itself is a direct effect of the downfall of religion. It 1 
is an hopeful sign that thoughtful protestant leaders, both in Europe 
and America, are coming more and more to the realization that the 
fall of the Christian religion is not due to bigoted belief in Christian 
theology but due to the complete disregard for it. Under the pre¬ 
text of making religion easy and common place and suited to the 
man in the street, all its fundamental doctrines have been cast to 
the four winds. Thus a sort of smooth Christianity has come into 
existence which is nothing but rank heathenism. The only differ¬ 
ence between theism and atheism, humanism and Christianity is 
the difference in their dogmas* 

It is interesting to note the trend of protestant thought in the 
West. Mr. Bernard Manning, Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge, 
and a distinguished congregationahst, said that there must be a re¬ 
turn to the theology of the fathers. When compared to the abnor¬ 
malities to which protestant free thinking has descended, the so 
called fringes the Orthodox may have added to the garment of 
their dogma is trivial. “ Men,” says Mr. Bernard, “ have veiled the 
ark with curtains and you may think, the curtains are in poor 
state. But it was the ark that they veiled ; at no time in the Chris¬ 
tian centuries have they mistaken any common box for it.” 

There is still in this country among protestants and ancient 
Christians under the spell of Protestantism, great disregard for the 
place of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Christian life. A great Ameri¬ 
can protestant leader, the Rev. Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, executive 
secretary of the Universal Christian Council, says, “ There is great 
need in protestant circles for an understanding of the Faith of the 
historical Church in the particular place of the Mother of our Lord 
in the esteem of all Christians.” Equally emphatic are the words 
of Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, a protestant leader and the President 
of the Union Theological Seminary, New York, on the same subject. 
“ 1 happen to be one of the Protestants who do not feel that the 


Virgin Mary should ever be spoken of with anything but the utmost 
reverence. I have several times preached upon the subject and see 
no reason why festivals which recall her should not be kept. 

Miss Dorothy Savors, a remarkable English lady, has said, If 
we really want a Christian society, we must teach Christianity, and 
it is absolutely impossible to teach Christianity without teaching 
Christian dogma... Religion without theology has no meaning. 


Calcutta Mission to Oxford. 

Verv recently the annual meeting of the Oxford Mission to 
Calcutta had been celebrated in England. It is heartening to find 
that, in the midst of difficulties, this noble work is being carried on 
with unabated strength. The report shows no dearth of money or 
workers. 

Among the speakers was a member of the Brotherhood who is 
in England on furlough- He said that the time had come when 
there should be a Calcutta Mission to Oxford- The idea is noble. 
It does not scent that rivalry which often exists between the mis¬ 
sionaries and their missions- The readiness of the home missions 
to barn from their new converts is magnanimous. Nothing ditter- 
ent could be expected from such a noble band of workers as the 
Oxford Mission Fathers- But it is only fare to observe that the 
daughter Church in India has not yet grown to such a stature as to 
be of help to her mother. But she should rather wait and learn 
more from her mother- 
Lest we Forget. 

The blessed Apostle St- Thomas is the founder of the Indian 
Church and the patron saint of India, St. Thomas Day used to be 
celebrated with great eclat in ancient times. It is regretable that 
the Syrian Church has lately neglected the celebration of the Saint s 
Day. All Syrians have ‘o unite together in a common celebration 
of the Saint's day and pray for the reunion of ot. Thomas Chris¬ 
tians and of the whole Church. Non-Syrians have also to be invit¬ 
ed to take part in the celebration. He is the saint of ub all- If 
we forget nira we forget the root from which we have sprung up 

fchp. rock from which we are hewn. 
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QUO VADIS ECCLESIA ? 

THE CHURCH—WHITHER? 

IN THE POST-VERSAILLES DISINTEGRATION OF EUROPE 

By Vassily James. 

,THE SEMINARY, SASTHAMKOTTA.l 

I. The Crisis in Eastern Christendom. 

S’,” “ Iteral events b„i ,l„ 2u,„t~id 

—* 5 sr ss* sffiaawr ir* “ - - 

cosmopolitan dilettantism, in’lanomme and cult« » P^'^ievo, 
well under way, from the' Baltic 1o the ^‘“Wfo'e 
watchword, or catchword “ fcoHlif-orionic •* 1 ,n ° bt * 0ie the 

attention. This dis7u°pfiVe 

pohhca agitators or irresponsible students IZd 'ul ~ I T* 
and distinguished philologists joined the fray t. m,7f'“I k UdUl ' Ii 
of the National Language^ of Jords like' ' ™" 

mg aSmity with, and borrowing from, more power t a , Y ‘ 

~-“SSSS 3 iaCSSf - &£■«£ 

and Iran.I to Scandinavia! P ‘ ° m ' the ' TOrM - f ““ Tarkey 

r g^ f ^^r^^^--do^ a disrupting 
been thickest the clergy have often 1, H f he racial fi S h ‘ bas 
fear to tread. The Orthodox and Gnlm. '! here an g els would 

!f^_^_^_^^be^of^the^cher!ib3. Ut th^Ibatila ^ Cathtfltcs 

1 d-Dr. Rdnhold Niebuhr on Lutheran Lrashanism.-*- 
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have not been able to handle the situation (—’Poland, Sp^in, Ire 
lane...). The oecumenical experiment of an international then- 
cracy m the West the Papacy, in the East the By;:anfcine 
. f^mpire, or Culture—has become but a memory of antiquarian 
interest. 

I he Orthodox in particular appear to have become implicated 
in a national impasse, from which th?y cannot, or will not, extricate 
t emselyes. liie ltussian Church, though patiently and com- 
mendably abstaining from plotting any anti-soviet crusade, has 
mixed its oecmucmcism witii a strong brew of neo-Slavophilism 3 
which no amount of reiteration of Pushkin and Dostoevsky’s 
univcrsalism can altogether present us anything but intra- 
s.avisin. \\efind Fr. S. Bulgakov cumplaisaritiy observing that 
the oecumenical movement “ pressing forward, irresistibly, before 
our eyes...is hot the result of Orthodox proseivtizing...Contempor¬ 
ary Orthodoxy would probably not be able to muster strength 
sufficient for such a task, even if it wished." He complacently 
supposes that Orthodoxy's “ inevitable provincialism " ** is fast dis¬ 
appearing in the face of the levelling process of culture in the 
p V 1J.T] W ° rld " f ° Ur duy ‘” C “ TUe °tthtdox Church,” p. *215 cf. 

I he primal reason for this inertia and ” inferiority complex ” 
(compared to which the meanest western sect displays oecumenical 
international, comradeship) is to be found in the' fact that the 
Christian East has long been submerged under the Asiatic Bast 
until a generation ago. The second factor is the simultaiuoia 
collapse of the Orthodox Russian Tsardom and Muslim Turkish 
Caliphate after IDItj. The repercussion of this dibdcl- reci¬ 
procally for good or ill, cannot as yet be estimated. But for 
the Mercy of God, Islam once nearly supplanted Christendom.* 
ihe Muslims captured Syria and Egypt in 634, and North Africa 
and Spain by ToO. Then came the Tartar invasion of Russia. 
1243—i4H0; on its heels that of the Turks taking Byzantium and 
the Balkans, 145 *, 1463—By a freak of history, the siege of Russia 
by the iartars was raised just at the time the Byzantine Empire 
began to uechne. In proportion to the destrnction of Byzantium 
farst by the Latin feudal crusaders (1204—1261), and afterwards by 
the lurkish Muslims (1453), Muscovy began to prosper and expand 
into the mighty Russian Empire (U80). Thus the chief daughter 

j > ^' )t « any , a,lus i on to the P resen * war, but to condition* prior to that event - vide 
Lustern Uiurches Quarterly (R. C.) July 1939, No. 7. p. 437-428. * 

* 1 he complex Slavophil movement was essentially literary, cultural and 
c:U ; it should not be contused with panslavism, nor can it properl v be eontra*Srwt£ 
anv form ol nationalism ” as such. ' ^ WiCD 

... *. v i dc & Charlemagne by Henri Pirenne. cf. The Story */&: Kusstaa 

Hi arch oy H. ^ . Keyburn, p. 13 {-a** Star, O. E." Nov, 1939, p. 57, 3»J. 
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EmnhT m t d tke ™ le L of the Orthodox East-Roman 
7w r y h 1 .? ore natural than that this tolling continent, 
= b f ° n ‘ t0U * r ' the , exteQt of thfi Atlantic, should sllwly harden 
mto a nationally exclusive society, and pride itself as a 'righteous 
remnant of Orthodoxy, an elect Ek-Hisia ? Finally, the decline 

?L E m S t h u ad “; lre nL Set in When the Balkan countries threw oft' 
the Turkish yoke (1821; 1824—1918). 

„ But ^ey returned with all the tenacity and suspicion of a 
conquered people cringing beneath the Muslim, yet who had man- 
aged to maintain intact their Faith iC nationality . The Sultans 
or four hundred years, had striven to extirpate tire memory of the 
imperial Byzantine Vastleis by a policy nf “divide and rule," foster¬ 
ing feuds between their subjects of Greek, Roman (i. e. Rumanian) 
^ a n- Ar .“ e . nl u n an “ , 0riental stock - The Balkans ceased to be 
Ellmisti, became demoralized and bankrupt. On such soil the 
nationalist ideas stirred np by the challenge of 1789, entwined 
themselves round the very foundations of the new Orthodox states. 

. he dea of the national church, as a concomitant to political 
mind ’ h “f uist ! c > and cultural ethos, became rooted into the popular 
th ‘ a ° lp “^national conference of etymologists and Slavists, 
uurmg the years of armistice-mterim, the phrase " Old Bulgarian ” 
M?v aP T l i ed t0 °| la j ch Slavonic —as is usual in German termino- 
rW.' lllls united m the Yugoslavian delegates walking out of 
the conference, as a protest when the other savants would not rec- 

courT th<! ' r C a ‘“ that Charch Slavonic was “ Old Serbian ” tout 

Brof. G. Fedotov’s words are equally applicable to the Otto¬ 
man conquest, Not infrequently there is a teudeucy to assert that 
great historic catastrophies lead to a revival of religious life. The 
history of the Mongolian Yoke in Russia refutes this wide-spread 

Shbrnt""V, a°r ‘ b ‘ d ‘ . The faot ° f a moral and cultural decline 
which resulted from this yoke, is eveu more indisputable.” He 
adds, in his Russian context, that the consequent “ animal struggle 
for existence led to a long break in the spiritual life of Russia ’ 
And subsequently “ An estrangement from Greek culture was one 
ol the negative consequences of nationalism in the Church. The 

inks with Greece became weaker. A knowledge ol the Greek 

language was rare.” ‘. ° vrreea 

. Xllere ls every reason for the Metropolitan Stefan of Sofia to 

condemn our besetting sin as “hoisting a national Ihm above the 

standard of Christ.” In 1931, (under the blessing of the Metrooo 

Germanos of Thyateira) the Great Oeconomos Fr. Constln- 

• i. e. Post-Hellenistic culture So.?, A. 1 ). onwards. ~ ~ 

4 Sabomost’ Sent. 1935, n: 31 • 37 .f P. . 

p: 152 *’ The Sins of the Enslaved Christian!'-’ Ui "" cos Church History 
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tine Callimcos realistically stated a progressive and (acid pro¬ 
gramme; there are many.urgent problems which have been 

accumulating for years, and which now call for settlement the 
establishment and operation of both home and foreign missions .... 
But, dominating all the other questions.stands the one essen¬ 

tial question of how the local parts composing the Orthodox East¬ 
ern Church, at present so loosely bound together, are to achieve 
real and effectual unity in one single body; and how, renouncing 
once and for all their allegiance to distinct political ideologies, and 
setting aside their national differences, they are to place themselves 
under the exclusive leadership of Jesus Christ, and strive together 
God ” a * Sm£ e " t0 extend the ‘Biminion of the Kingdom of 

The concomitant of these political " schisms ” and lack of co¬ 
operation in Orthodox Europe is strikingly evident in the total 
absence of any missionary activity in the Far East, which could 
stand unblushing beside the Salvation Army or toe missions of im¬ 
poverished Finnish sects Economic bankruptcy per se is as excuse 
that convinces nobody, although it i» a brutal fact for which the 
Western Christian never makes suffi-lent allowance when he 
passes stneture on the ” indolence ” of that Eastern Christendom 
which has been the bulwark of Christianity, through lire and 
massacre, down the ages wherein the “ European ’’ 4 has 
built up bis prosperous materialism. Dr. N. Zernov has felt griev- 
ed by just these “ wide-spread misunderstandings between the 
Eastern Orthodox and the Anglicans.” lie comments on “ the 
continued insistence on the absence of missionary work in the 
Eastern Church (the simplest manual on the history of the Eastern 
Church reveals the falsity of this charge)’’ Sobornost' March 1937 
p. ef. ditto March 1U3U p. ,4 " A Westerner knows at least 

one thing about the Christians of the East-that they are 
poor... and lacking missionary zeal. This particular charge M 
especially surprising. The Eastern Christians have always been 
zealous missionaries and the only self-supporting Charch in Japan 
!S that started by a Russian missionary” [italics minej. An Or¬ 
thodox missionary can only be surprized that such apologia is 
thought to excuse self-evident facts. * Yet it is relevant to add 
that the war has interfered with the progress and co-operation 
betweenjihe Ortho dox Serbian , Rumanian and Syrian Churches, 

I ibid p.• 15Ji—159 (finis.) . ~" .. ■ 

‘ “ European.*' and Westerner “ arc used in a slovenly and conventional 
Slavophil, sense. It is purely relative- As Dr. C. T. Eapen has Warned*2 
Jesus has no East or West. The Greek and the IJarbarilm are Uie^St Sj5? 

is ideally-realisticiiily as true of His Orthoilo.ua. same to Hun. This 

relevant V B. the HumafiSn'Church lS > 

digenuus Muslims (e. g. Kr. Antim Nical^.l “* 

was a friend olthe latter bu, it has been ruunSiS. not of Jle^STSstT 

* 1 
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which might otherwise have led to the foundation of the first 
overseas mission (with the exception of Japan) which couH seri 

Ad vent is ts^ “ Wilh thilt ° l the Luth “ans, Baptists, 

The time of crisis is upon us, for heart-searching penitence for 
visiod, satisfaction and amendment. Despire all her failings Ortho¬ 
doxy remains Orthodox* beneath her soiled rags and wounds. Th- 

Loid grie.es over His Bride, but will never divorce Her if She 
remam faithful in Her love for Him. In the words of a zealous 
Oithodox Syrian roumonist of India, Dr. C. T. Eauen “it \7 
time for all Churches to drop their national names and be known 
by one name which connotes spiritnal unity. The rejectionof 
national and geographical adjuncts to the Church’s names mu' 
them to unite on more spiritual and vital principles. The time has 
ccme, when members of all Churches have tn r„iM,,i- 
of Christianity in the present-day world.” That is th * P ° Sltl ™ 
Or hod ?x l n a ia ,; for ? htly ^ 

p .“ ^ nil “"/f*™ ■ P ° , S ic l’’ [S ‘ E '939 

f ^oma^h^ £ 

dancing the “jitterbug” of chauvinism. " f by 

«ticri cS“^L?s! Am*“. b ^ n r reC ° Sni2ed by non-ecc leoi- 

“ b |or Vl the° f t] k' S ‘j 10086 01 ' 1186 " 6 st ^ t ' e ° 11 wtthout° n reL^unhy 

—'rrr a “ * 

felTaS thU T dd ° f 11 

wedd^U'ihi’cW^i^Xfe S °t 7‘ mU f‘ Ve m, ' St b0 

eluding 0 the lZan7 w W e h W .7 "I* 10 " 1 ° f the 0«hodofworiJ,’in- 
Greek government do not a!low)‘;-an inteSaT a^d^ h°l 
cosmopohtan the ologica. revival to be fostm'd under the 

^ ct it should be understood that llit» -miiwir- i “ -“—- 

expressed in these essays, which mum , a,onc r sponsible for the views 

Orthodox outlook. 1 '*»* WClltably be tinted by his own liyxanUnc 

Addressing a ineetinu of the Near and Middle t.*i t \ • .. 

• n >r . tr anci .WKUtle bast Association, Mar. 1940. 

Alexandria, Antioch! and Jerisalem met top?ay V^peace'h, G } euk Patr -*« , c!is of 
centripetal gravitation. p > i ->r peace in Jerusalem. A significant 
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the Universities of Athens’ 0 ^ ; 

excluding thf» \ T PW w‘iw , 1 , ama and otner countries, uofe 

them ethnic distinctions in emigre mentality). ««?&»«*> 

Or:hJdoxy hi f s OT i C h a r ) tr 1 t‘! i U ; bi b 0r ; ettl V ' UeaDing . aai ***** °t 

^eal and vision of an useum.-nic.il, comprehensive, reunited Church). 

spaippiiCiH-S 
Karh *- ‘“ ,y be 

, I?! , ? 1 this theocracy must he cosmopohtan catholic 

and Churchly cu tore. This will not be a A nltur, or formalist’ 
con entionai niA".., hut a Bildmg, /emulation, iconic moulding 
pliable, modelling ; constructior. “ 

Such must be the quest of Sofii-Orthodoxia, the True pri¬ 
mordial \\ isdum and Glory of God. Au orthodoxy that is not 
auimenical and catholic is no ltight Doxology. The Ek-klisia 

r e ‘ e y , ,rae "“‘o l,ack t0 the treason and tese-majeste of 

Great I riday: W e have no Caesar hut Christos I ” 

” Hristos, Imparatul tshi Dumnezeul nostra_ 

vie imparatziea Ta! 

(“ Christ, ;uu- Emperor and Lard (,W-Thy Empire come I V* 


10 cf. the Athens a.tigress of Oitliudax Theologians of Novemler lijjn 

StoS&gatuZsr* Au, " k,uu ‘ r 

• Thilippians II. 9—11 ' 

pray be 

p. /6 ) But this need not have made any difference /„ ; 
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NILUS OF THE NORTH. 


By Ann Anchor. 


For those who like a date as a focal point—although dates are 
irrelevant when dealing with people who inhabit Eternity while 
still on earth—the day of Nilns’heavenly birthday occurred in the 
year 1508. 

Nilua is remarkable among the Saints of Old Russia in that 
he was a writer. There is no contemporary Life of him but there 
are Letters, he calls them 1 missives,' written to his spiritual chil¬ 
dren—tL;te hermits whom he drew together to make in the forest' 
a Northern Skete. He also wrote a “ Rule for the Life of Skete,’ 
which is a compilation of the mystical works of the Greek Fathers- 

Picture the stillness of a forest in North Russia in mid-win¬ 
ter. The trees shrouded in snow, the short days never more than 
half lit, til", birds silent, no sound anywhere except the occasional 
howl of a wolf. And then picture the wooden huts inhabited by 
the hermits clustered round a little wooden Church in the silent 
heart of the forest* The river Sor wound its way through the 
forest, supplying the needs of the hermits and giving Nilus his 
name of " Sorski.” 

But Nilus was not exclusively a hermit of the far- Northern 
forests; when occasion and the service of his Order demanded he 
would travel far afield. Thus he visited Constantinople, the Mother 
Church of Eastern Orthodox people and he spent ti me amoDgst 
the monks of Monnt Athos That visit seems to have done more 
than anything else to formulate his Order, for he brought back the 
technique and terminology of Hesychasm. The life was probablv 
known in Russia, but Nilus was the first to gather a group together 
and live it in its completeness. 

Later on he journeyed out once more to attend a synod at 
Moscow. His object m this occasion was to defend his hermits 
against the encroachments of Possessions,' that gradu il accretion 
of property which has ruined many a Religious Order founded in 
poverty. 

Nilus lost his point as far as the Religious Life ill general was 
concerned and returned to his torest solitude which he did not 
leave again. 

For many years his Order maintained the ideal if complete 
poverty, “ monasteries cught not to possess villages and the monks 
ought to live in solitude and support themselves by the work of 
their hands.” 


What then is tile “ Hesychast Lite ” 
root in the heart of North Russia V (xj. 


which took such deep 


X. See Fr. Haushcrr. Method d’ Oraison Hesychast'. Cnmtwna Orientale. 




13 

Its origin is amongst the monks of Mt. Sinai, it spread thence 
to Mt. Atbos and as we see, gradually became the norm ol Eastern 
Monasticism. A Hesychast ts one who has taken life-vows, who 
lives as a hermit - though that may be close to the community 
buildings of the younger monks who have not yet taken life-vows, 
v. ho acts as Guru (Dire :<>r) to one or more of the younger brothers, 
but for the rust lives in silence, solitude, prayer and study. 

It is the r method of prayer that distinguishes them from 
other, and particularly Western, contemplative Orders. Of that 
more later. 

Outwardly, Nilus and his companions conformed loosely to 
the first hermits of Russia, S. Sergius and his Brethren in the 
fourteenth century. It was a life of complete austerity and sim¬ 
plicity but th?re was no slavish imitation in Nilus’s mode of life. 
Throughout it was a life of liberty , not ease or relaxation, which 
Nilus visioned and then carried out. 

Sergius used manual work in hewmg timber as the means of 
support for his community, Nilus and his hermits worked “ under 
their own roofs iu strict enclosure,” their work being of the spirit 
and the mind. Notably, they translated and copied the writing* 
of the Greek Fathers, and right through the two hundred years of 
their existence as an Order they were distinguished as leaders of 
intellectual lire- 

That is the exterior setting. But that is of small importance 
beside the interior drama of a great soul. 

Perhaps we are all re-thinking our characteristic reaction to 
Christianity in these days, our response as a Church, the family 
within the one great family—and as nations, and then as indivi¬ 
duals. Do we honestly believe 44 Blessed ate the meek V ’ Which 
of us is prepared to carry it out to its ultimate conclusion V 

It is characteristic of Nilus that humility aud sweetness— 
surely the two components that make up Christian meekness— 
were carried oy him to their extreme limit. With his disciples 
love removed all restraints, he felt himself a Brother not a Master 
of each and all. For he had taken to himself the words of his 
Lord, 44 Be not ye called master for one is your Master.'* 

And wit h Jesus Christ as the recognised Master and Father «?f 
all the hermits, young and old, the harmony of the community was 
complete. 

Nilus’ biographers call attention to his great refinement of ia-, s 
tellect—where Christ rules the whole man is given over to beauty. 

Thus, though he had charge of the whole Community he did 
not on that account excuse himself hard study and deep thought. 
“ Without thought, even good itself may become evil,'* is a word of 
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his that repays pondering. AnJ in his study the spirit, of humility 
is again revealed. ' What is in harmony with. m,j understandi™ 
I copy in order to please God and to be of use to my own soul and 
to those whom I instruct. 

From the far forest of mediaeval Russia we net. here a Mvina 

example of how not to outrun grace, about which modern direc¬ 
tors are frequently forced to remind us-’’ What is in harmony 
with Illy understanding’’—It is good to be reminded that not every 
idea that is clever or showy is therefore worth ciptnrin- and re 
taming. And it >s ? lesson on using study not as a means of ,4- 
ting a more exalted position in this life—apparently the exclusive 
ami of many students in the younger UnivcKiti-s h„ur f, 
mg the cause of God and the good of souls 

by hiff P iTfoflLtrir4%t4i.:r„7S i hi,jse h f supre,udy 

to outrun grace and wisdom taught him to a ,pl .'"vriutTe' w 

S^ assrr 1 7 the *»'* —[£> to hi? 

Wl3 lead "'th delight and interest the stories o’ the an 
cient hermits and anchorites of Syria and the B'>yp'ian desert 

Wemake no attempt, to follow in their footste.: S ° 5 Perhaps the 
ife of complete self-abnegation is more exacting for u-- sine/ now 
t must include the intellect as well as physical self-denial and w» 
have less appreciation and experience of a specialist liritu’d hfZl 
pure prayer that the “ greaE old men,” the eldeis d 4 

were always ready to inspire in the younger seekers. It ,n il ,1 
that the same difficulty confronted Nil„s°with tt,e youne 7 1,1 
genera ion. As the hermitage in the forest became known it wa 
thiougli the books and translations of the Greek Fathers that its 

tgugr* -»*W£5trr s 

Fathfrl471ull h lvlEyp7 0k -rhe° Vt ' , '. the | liv f « ( Desert 
dwellers—noble lives iXri-to li d , L h ~? , f ***** c ^~ 
years in Skete would betake the,^ ^ S, ’ ent Mn « 

withdrawn hhnselfroni'an^interc 1, r ‘ II,, ° 11 ^ l,,a: ‘ »f .Skete, had 
his dwelling-plale to a i m, 1 , :en removed 

gave himself wholly to the wmid^riffi VT the brethren > lle 
His standing during vi«ii s differ > ( ] ..jl r “f vigils, 

thrns of his time .“.(Efn the lel,47"'‘! Ut °' »“ ‘he Fa- 
liack to the sun ami streiched !ii -hlnV 1 ’ 111 hu “‘ i: ‘- v l,e set his 

sun rose before him. ’ ‘ ‘ s " m,> Heaven, till the 
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Once o ae of the brethren went to the cell cf Abbot Arsetnus 
and looked through the window and saw the Father standing, 
who was wholly as burning fire. For this brother who had gone 
to see the Father was worthy of this sight; he did not belong to 
the small but to the great ones. The blessed one was famous 
on account of his exalted behaviour and all the Fathers desired 

to see hi?n.When that brother knocked at his door, the 

Father came outdoors. And when he saw that his visito? was 
astonished at wh.it he saw, he said to him : 'Was it time for 
thee to knock V Hast thou seen anything ? ’ The other answer¬ 
ed : 4 No.' (!) .So he demised him.” (x*. 

The node of life at Skete was otherwise and it was to this 
that Nil us turned hU attention as being better suited to the special 
attractions of his hermits. Therein showing moderation not me- 
dioeritv. The Cenobile Lite at Skete comes midway between the 
Anchoretic Lite and that of large, minutely organised communities- 

Perhaps it is the “ more excellent way.” It allows of undis¬ 
turbed contemplation of the transcendent God and at the same 
time leaves room for brotherly charity and helpfulness, that 44 ex¬ 
quisite courtesy ” which a modern student has noticed amongst 
the Fathers of > he Desert (xx). lathe Desert of Skete two or 
three brothers lived together, their cells close to one another and 
there was always the weekend, when the whole community came 
together for Communion and Conferences which went on f*r into 
the night. There was also the " Chapter of Faults,” as it came 
to be called later, and exists everywhere in the Religious Life. 

The Abbot Serapion tells the following story of the power of 
open confession (xxx). 

44 While stili a lad, after I had supped, I used every day se¬ 
cretly to hide a biscuit in my dress, which I would eat on the 
sly later on. And though I was constantly guilty of the theft 
with the conseut of my will... .yet when my unlawful desire 
was gratified I would come to myself and torment myself over 

the theft.And when after supper the spiritual conference had 

begun to be held, and the old man was spoaking about the sin of 
gluttony and the dominion of secret thoughts, and showing their 
nature and the awful power which they have so long as they are 
kept secret, I was overcome by the power of the discourse and 
was conscieuce-stricken and terrified, as I thought that these 
things were mentioned by him because the Lord had revealed 

x. Isaac of Nineveh. Mystical Treatises, 
xx. Helen Waddell. The Fathers of the Desert, 
xxx. Cassian’s conferences Niccoc and Poat-Nicene Fathers, vul. XI. 
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to the old man mj- bosom secrets ; and first I was moved to 
secret sighs, and then I openly burst forth into sobs and tears 
and produced from the folds of my dress the biscuit which I had 
carried off in my bad habit to eat on the sly ; and I laid it in the 
midst and iying on the ground and begging for forgiveness con¬ 
fessed how I used to eat one every day in secret, aud implored 
them to intreat the Lord to free me from this dreadful slavery 
Then the old man: ‘ Have faith, my child,’ he said, ‘Without 
any words of mine, yonr confession frees you from this slavery.’ ” 

(To be Continued). 

THE TRANSFIGURED LIFE, 

FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE EASTERN CHURCH. 

The Rev* Fr, G. Y. Martyn 

1. Christian Joy 

the almd^t “dTd\ 6 i t r i ] “ g v an ‘’ ^ t0Uched 

joy" says a mystic in ecstasy/ For mV ?°K' > 0y ’ ^ tears ° l 
hitherto is as nothing beside »h«t •» tbat dee, ned worthy 
what now permeates^:, j h ‘ 11 , now experiences, and knows, 

here on earth is illnmJn^ +u tt . ,? . new ‘ bo when a man ' 
Jesus Christ there ” d b . y u h ® ?° y b P lnt fr0 “ the springs of 
joy that the whole hod^t mt ?, hls hfcal 't uud int0 «» his veins, such 
s the an irit oftK £ d ? trembles “ d the soul shouts for joy. That 
have heen t c Eastern Church as ° f a " Christians, whose lives 
tamov b ed D f n S c“n«nf B f abandonment far 

the West rathrd? 4 ^ rell S lon . often seen in Christianity of 

dissiXitits^ S:;! crpretlt “ s iU Hi0d “ is " m -0 baa 

What then is this Christian Joy? All tl>»> ■ h’ f 

mitrve Christianity palpitates with a jov "xha e s thi ^ 'u “ 
joy- For eternal life has entered into the world n Th ’7’, 'V*' 5 
1- 1BJ. The soul has touched the ' wells of I r ° .V "* John 

is said of the Franciscans that the vh‘rrfouud° Und '° tbe field - R 

in the field of humanity. Nowhere is il,„ d L dD entlless treasure 

i».««....... M „ d r.. b . “ 
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Josus Christ ” (Eph. 5. 19, 20). They are called the “ Children of 
Joy. Filled with this joy they walked boldly to meet death. Of 
the fathers in the desert it is said, “ They rejoice as coaid be seen 
in their life in the desert. ^ Such gladness and rejoicing in the hodv 
as theirs, is not to be witnessed anywhere or earth. Not one of 
i^ aS or ^own-cast.'* Abba Philemon teaches from 

the fullness of spiritual experience “ by constant prayer the eves of 
the soul are opened and it is filled with a great jcy and an inexpres¬ 
sible ardour of dealing and the whole man is spiritualised.*’ In c.ar 
owm land feadhu Sunder Singh writes, “I know' not why but uiv 
heart was so fiJed with joy that I could do nothing but sing and 
preach.” Again another saint of the Eastern Church says, "Prayer 
brought me an ever increasing joy.” We come across several 
passages of live sentiment in Budhism, in the Upanishads, in 
Bhaktas like Manikkar-Vasagar and Kabir. 

I his state of mind produces not merely an estrangement from 
the world, but also a glorification of the world and life. He who is 
glorified by the new creation through the Resurrection and the 
Luchaiist receives a new spirit, a new life and an inner perception. 
R\il is of course too real to shut our eyes to it and yet suffering it¬ 
self is glorified and becomes joy. When the soul is lifted by joy in 
the consciousness that infinite is present in close proximity, nay 
more that it has grasped the infinite, it sees everything with new 
eyes, it feels within itself and all around a new standard of life. The 
glorification of the world is the outcome of the specific peculiarities 
of Christianity. It is inseparably bouud up with the vital nerve, 
vital content of the primitive Christian teaching. This teaching 
was essentially concrete- It was simple and unschoiarly, indeed its 
simplicity and enthusiasm made it sound paradoxical antipathetic 
and unacceptable to cultured men aud scholars —it was the message 
of the extraordinary experiences connected with the person of Je&us. 
And yet it proved decisively and creatively triumphant over both the 
naturalism and the dualism of the ancient philosophy. Eternal life 
has appeared (1 John 1. 1, 2) in the world and has overcome the 
power of death (1 Cor. 15. 20, 20). The seed of immortality is 
therefore sown in the world and in matter. This constitutes a 
complete subversion of the ancient philosophy’s whole conception 
of the world. Christ’s rule will end the iron laws of the natural 
world. The philosophers acquiesced in evil as inevitable which led 
them to misconception. But the wonderful message of the Cross 
and resurrection brought a new' idea into the wodd of thought. 
St. Paul writes in the Unman.-. (Rom- S. 19—23) that the world is 
wailing for *‘ the adoption, the redemption uf cur body.” For the 
creature itself shall b«* delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty > f the children of God.” And it was a present 
joy G Cor. 10. 07). ‘“But thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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HERE AND THERE iN CHRISTENDOM. 

Jerusalem 

For the first time in the last five hundred years the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchs of Jerusalem, Alexandria and Jerusalem were allowed to 
r l n l ^ c City. They participated in the celebration 
ot the Holy Eucharist in the Catholicon of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, at which the Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem was also present. 

x x x 

The resettlement of 13,COO Armenian refugees, who lied from the 

French mandatory territories of Syria and Lebanon, is going on. The 

sS'nf H Pl r e : " h r1" :mcicn ' llon1e of ‘he Armenians in U.e 
Sanj.U ol Ale\amlretla I.Hatay) was handed hack lo Turkey. 

3000 Armenians migrated to Beirut, where they found iccomod . 

colony litre’Semi n’ , priv, !‘* h3mw of the h'W Armenian 

tewtss* 

of food Tnd sheh 1 ' f0r PHOr pe ° pl1 -’' " h0 i,re s “fi'enn« from short„«c 
diseases ’ ' L '' nnd fr ° m C0,,stanl »*“«* of malaria and otlmr 

X x x 

Russia 

jsxl 

he fa,' Mi 

x x x 

Poland 

of Pohn? , ha OP m t! "’| D ir i,ySUS ’ " ,e hc:ldof the autonomous Church 
Seraphim of ° f hh »“ k the Archhislmp 

X x x 

whafprSS; tf^h’we'h w h' rCh '«» closed and 

Seen *«» 

X x x 

Finland 

Dissolution of Monasteries. 

From December 1939 to iTimirv loan fi 
■Monastery, the " Pearl of Lal-e I arts. '■ .'"i " ; ! r raHec found Valamo 
,h “ - “ 
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They collected together in one small unprotected church, amidst the 
ruins, and prayed. Twice the church was hit by bombs, but no single 
person was even injured. In February last the Finnish Government 
decided to evacuate the monks. The\ were also able to rescue their 
valuable library, anc! by Feb. 21. the last refugee departed across the 
frozen ice of Lake Ladoga. After the dictated peace, when the monas¬ 
tery isles were to be surrendered to the bolsheviks, one monk had time 
to return to the ruins t.> collect a few relics. Betore leaving he tolled 
the monastery bell 24 time-—the death-knell ol the thousand year old 
historic cradle of Finnish Christianity. Valamo had the biggest church 
bell in Finland, weighing 17.000 kilo —37.777 lbs,, the second argest in 
the world, after Strassburg (21.000 ki!-.> = 4b/W> lbs.) Other monaster¬ 
ies, such as Konevitsa, suffered a .-innUr late. The 240 monks of Valamo 
are trying to obtain a new -ite, on Lake Saimaa overlooking partitioned 
Orthodox Finnish Karelia. Ionian 1 has been compelled to surrender 
her Orthodox provinces, and now In comes a predominantly Lutheran- 
Evangelical land. 

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania. 

By August 1940 the soviet iojSowed up its advance in Finland by 
absorbing the sister land ot Estonia and the Baltic Stall.p of Latvia and 
Lithuania. The famous Estonia;! Ot ihodox monastery oi Ivtseri, and 
all other Orthodox and Lutheran Church activity in these countries, 
may be expected to be liquidated. 

Rumania 

On Sept. 14. 1939 Metropolitan Visarion of CernauUi, Bucovina, 
Rumania, sent his courageous and scrupulously objective encyclical to 
Comrade Stalin through recognized diplomatic channels. [The text of 
which, kindly supplied bv His Grace, we published in our last issue.] 
In this courteous plea for religion:; toleration there was no trace-ot 
chauvinism, opportunism, or racial discrimination—tendencies which 
certain sections of the pre^s have seemed to impute to Rumanian policy 
of late. Indeed the late Patriarch Miron Cristea had already granted 
the Orthodox Church in Bessarabia the right to use Church Slavonic 
instead of Rumanian. The soviet reply was deeds not words, having 
liquidated the Finnish Orthodox Church they now marched into Mctrop. 
Visarion’s diocese on their next atheist crusade. Rumania has had a 
sad history, long partitioned under Roman Catholic, Austria-Hungary 
and Muslim Turkey. Bucovina was ever a citv of refuge for Orthodoxy. 
In 1781 it became a bishopric, and a Metropolitan See in 1873. Before 
the war it was the richest diocese in the country. The Archbishops 
Residence at Cernuutzi was a magnificent example of Moorish-Byzan¬ 
tine architecture by the Czech architect Josef Hlavvka (1864—78). Here 
was housed the famous University and theological faculty founded in 
1875. Today, it' it surv.ves immediate destruction by the Soviet, it will 
become an “Anti-God ” museum, or be put to other profane misuse, as 
the ruins of Valamo Monastery and other holy places in Finland, Poland 
and the North. *• 

“...Rumania, long the borne of the most vigorous, section of the 

4 
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Orthodox Chinch, has now submitted to a new law according to which 
J l not marr y. even though the person of LiislrT 

may be of the Christian religion." Indian E.rfrm, July 31 'loan 

printed London dispatches (?r/>«csBelLtricl<.rnrr»Ui i ,V ; y40, ,e " 

Orthodox journal from the original land of the “Aryan,™'netd hardl" 
he suspected of grinding .any political axes against our Balkan , o r '' 
lonisls. We can only protest, on theological mrl “ - i i !> co " re,, £’ 

against this implied contamination of the' Orthodox 1 " Faith' with'' t ? mdS ’ 
heresy. 1 here can be neither tew nnr r„.i. ."i * atl ", 1 Aryan 

bond nor tree, there can be no male and fLafo • fo? C n ,? i(her 
won in Christ Jesus. And if ve are Christ', n ’ '° 56 arc ‘ :11 one 
seed, heirs according to promise." G.alat hi' TV" tT Ahrallan,, s 
Paul, the greatest ecumenical Jew ; and tl,cre' s'p^ ,'ks tll T F«u SPC: T St ' 
S. S. I homas .and Paul. T| )(i 77 .„ j ,* pc l!„.;* ,L * c ^°' v ship o£ 
upon Thee to deliver man : Thou didst not abt ’ vr tl,ou fool 'est 
The Lady Mariam, Theotokos Srer-of-Cnd i ' T Vir « in ’ s womb." 
of the Holy Ghost, was a Hebrew maid Andlh”" ' P er / ect Temple 
no despised by God in His conception should It ™ , al , sm that was 
in Ins dissolution. p n should not be rejected by man 

After the Four Years’ War fi e 19 i 4 _isi „ 
largest and most prosperous Orthorlnv „-,r i /n man,n developed the 

surrender of Transylvania oHu’m?;IT?™ 1 Clu '^ cl > °< Europe. The 
population at the mercy of hc“ ch'farv foe '"T phcin ~ «>= Orthodox 
of populism. The pa.tition at °''« champions 

from one linguistic Church to another - icr lhe fai ‘hful 

dating from the XII century is ,, . lft ‘' ‘“"-Rumania,, rivalry 

und Romance* temperament’(the' HumaniM,'S P t ^ biiit , i ' °< ‘he Ski 
Roman origin akin to the French and tiZ7 s h etc m ° nly of 

in Europe°today Uiat racial^’roups'willTo? nuUh^Cl'^ Orthodoxy 
nahonnnd acknowledge only loyalty to a^reme? Orth^clox° wowt 

Rome 

Hfe a nl inK ! o1 |«»Sn , Eu ,, rope n S “1°? ‘° t P !' cven * » from 

ciUes P ^‘°fo “ P0 "' ers »« '*» )»mb n SC‘m :, “ "' ar ' 

Vatican organ, S~'/,t ^ 

x x 


A 

England 

be'U.;. subject o, u,e Conference is the^tS 


X 


X 


X 
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The Anglican and Eastern rhnr<-*h» c - • 
work with difficulty under the present soc .! atlon 18 oarrymg on its 
7 he Christian East, has been suspend T, nd,,1 ° ,ls ' ,&» Publication, 
munication between the An-diVan -.-iri hT* T: ep 1 le channels of corn- 
small leaflet known a< tlie S.u-Cr 'i/i.r^y llster | ] Churches open a 
which will appear monthly b u !, f' s ,c!kr has been started 
Hannah, 19 Duke St., London s W V , r lr0ln 1 tl “ Rev ' XV W. T. 

x "" an »nn>«l subscription oi 3 s . 

The Fellowship of Si. Alt, ,, ,„,i c. c , x 
started by the donation, made"by TT"? has £ ”? v lit>rar >’ 
be fundamentally on Eastern Church liisio^v mtduSog^ b °° b 

EngJnd had ^ “> 

recently addressed the member:/ot »)„ m* M ),i> had 

tragic history of his people He has u * t ?'^ 3ro 3* Co] [** e Lh * 
was accorded a grand welcome. ” SLqutl,tl> &arii;d t0 America and 
x x 

Ceylon and in 

h^mulyo„ L ffim S, «hc IambW 

a- X X‘ X 

The Rev. Fr. Horner, C. K. has succeeded Fr. F tv Tnlh^f *1 

wasThe'founder 0! Evsurrection of which Bishop Gore 

x 

Germany 

50 " '”'£ ( £ en,a " d f° r Bibles among German Protestant, has increased 
«' er >' veur since 19:4. ft was also noted that ten timers 
many Biblical commentaries were printed last year as five years aim 

sTudyMiVBilTe^" 5 " 1 ra,ereSU,m0n « German Eoman Catholics alsofo 

U. S.A. 

The Union Theological Seminary of New York, the great inter 
denominational institution, is carrying on a e-muaian far30)flm ’ 
due to its diminished yield on investments. ^ far 300 - W ‘follaxs 
r - X x 

the f Kre,lt P , e F Ce mee ii n|; 1,eld in N ' ew Vork under the auspice, o£ 
the Foreign Missions Conlerence of X. America. Messages were re 
ceived from Queen WUhelmina oi the Netherlands, and President 
Roosevelt. President Roosevelt set forth his basic terms for real rJSj : 
saying peace must free small nations of economic domination or fear of- ■’ 
invasion by powerful neighbours, do away with huge arm, “p^STrf 
international exchange o.'be-'s and allow the worship of God Tv , .If ; b 
Wdhelmir-a appealed for a revival oi Christian religion as the oafoSi 
to save the world from ruin. * 

X * • 


X 
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The Yale University Expedition lus recently unearthed at Du, , n„ 
the river Euphrates, in Iraq, a church which is 17 centuries nil 
believed to be the oldest church in the world. Christianity has spread 
to this place from Antioch or Edessa and was distinctly Syr, 
the wall of the Church could be seen our Lord healine the m.ral , ,'n ! 

the representation of our Lord must be the oldest existing Tim whole 
museum aS America and is now k£t in dm V^e 

* * X 

A (treat controversy has been RoirtR on in America f„ r . 
over the appointment of Dr. Bertrand Russel the famous m iome bme 
and philosopher, as a Professor of the ColleReof the ,-il,-d v “ v™ 11 
It may be remembered that Dr. Russel is an Fnelisl, p ‘ i f ' ori '- 
linquished his title and is famous for i ™? “ u ' h .° h f re- 

alRebraic .ORic. This is a fascinatinR kind o atfieb™ which' 
qualities instead of quantities. He te n u-u 4 .* n » deaI?1 with 

companionate marriage, adultery and easy divnrr/' 0 '? 6 '! 1 - 0 ^ free love ’” 
tion and Modern World, Dy^Rull ndv^al '*■ *' In hls h°°k, Educa- 
marriaRes for University students, as a solutiojfor^ 1 ’ 0 '?- 0 '’ chlld,ess 
He also wants nobody to Ret into marriane llu ST* ! rre « ul ^ities. 
sexual experience. Bishop Manninfl of \w York °? t h 1 av | n 8 Previous 
aRainst his appointment and u”as followed 13 ^ the Potest 

other Christian denominations P ' Ko,nan Cat >>°!'cs and 

X V 

X X 

The Syrian Church of India. 

orRaS^'^^^^rvants of the Cross, the missionary 

Marina James Mr 1 r Addresses were delivered by Mrs 

3££ 

report showed the strenRtl, of the new converts as 16,00a 

Ch«r’S, e w hrhadS n t 8 0 Enfl'anfc thcnl 'i Sim “ n ol “« %Hi» 

returned to Indi i Thr. t ^ ‘ nd * or ideological studies have recent Iv 

X x 

n«w^TSu^”TheU M d M:U ' Th ° m: ‘ S Di0 "y^os, the 

the people ol tlicDiocesc. We 

x x 


H. G. Mar Theodosios, wh 
outside Travail core, lias gene t< 
other places. His visit will be 
Hock scattered in different parts 
x 

A meeting of the M.iiuging 
held at the Old Seminary. Kotta 
meeting was the presence ot the 
Pakenham Walsh, D. 1)., 01 Ch 
Bishop who is a devoted friend, 
worker for the healing of t!te -*p] 
the work of the Peace Gimmitu 
committee to pm th«.*ir tru-t in i 
would he overcome. R. s.iiii 
ions speech. 


■ L in charge ot the Syria. Dioceses 
° Madias. Trichinopoly, Coimbatoreaad 
a rource of spiritual refreshment to the 
< os S. India. 

x x 

: Committee of the Syri.m Church was 
iv.iin. A rather .mique texture of the 
veteran missionary, the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
jripvtlui Sishya Asram. Coimbatore. The 
■’! llie Syrian Church and an active 
lit in the Svr iim Church gave a report of 
I’ he Ill'll'p invoked the managing 
'■:nl -'.'id all tli faculties ot: their wav 
b fh M Clierivan u.*~pmide«i in afelici- 


The new Theological Sy-h 
its work vigorously. 

hr. K. P. Jacob takes ■•vii.i 
Testament and Clmrcli History 
ancl Dogmatics. The devotional 
attended to. 


> »rv started at Sa-Jlumkoila is doing 

and Liturgies, Mr. Vassily James New 
am! Dr. C.T. Lapon, Old Testament 
life of the >tudenls is*al.so very carefully 


The Christly 1 Sishya Asram at Coim >atore is continuing its wprk 
with unabated zeal. Some new members also have joined the Commu¬ 
nity. Mr. K. C. Vargbe.se is doing a fruitful work among the hill tribes. 
The organization of the Friends of the Asram will help to spread the 
interest in the Asram., 


VARIA 

The World Council of Churches 

The idea of a world council originated with the world con¬ 
ferences of Life and Work held at Oxford and of Faith ai^ Qrder * N 
held at Edinburgh in the summer of 1937. It is designed;td'jjEBC'y 
following :— ■' /X; i||i|!}‘| 

1. To carry our the work of the two world movements- 

2. To take united action against world problems such as the; 

present war. fy 

3. To promote co-operation in study. .. ,y: ’ 

4. To promote the growth of ecumenical consciousness in the 
members of all Churches. 

5. To establish close relationship with other ecumenical move¬ 
ments such as the International Missionary Council 

6 . To call world conferences as occasion may require. 

It must have an assembly of 400 to 500 members. There will 
be a central committee of about 90 or 100 designated by churches 
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C A C asse . mb1 ^, h be a continuation committee 
D r Vi ss 4V ' y A A pro^tonal crouncil is set up at Geneva w.n 
,', v . lss r . t Hooft as executive secretary. There is Vsn an 
m So S Sr 6^ e rh° m ^ ,tt l e ° f — C c ° uncil meeting quite frequently. 
Amnn/rW ch ! Jr . che . s have Joined the world council in 26 countries 
Malabar ^ A JO r iM 4 re ~ The , Mar Syrian Church of 

Churches. ‘ C ' ,r ’ Cl,,,rch and som e of the Europer :• Orthodox 


The Guttenberg Bible 

The civilized world will soon bo celebrating the i , . 

anniversary of the first printing of the Bib^ 
ve hundredth anniversary of printing as the Bib l L aIs ° be 

about 'the yea^Wsi ^feoSi ‘H T^ -c^mpth^ 
in existence. ^Va” Sfe“£ sri “ 

Stevens sent t'-; second copy of this Bible tn tb h a Henry 
Collector, he tvote the followina • *• xw i f° the American 
but it is the fj ff; hool; ever printed Pu.fP V ! s n thl ' first Bible, 
that he uncover his head whilp in i-h > e Su Sfi c st to your deputy 
Let no Customs House Official, or othe^nT ° f tWs f cat book, 
see It first without reverently raising his hat.’’ 10 ° r ° Ut ° f aut b°nty. 


book reviews 


We beheld His Glory 

„ By Nicholas Arseniev d . d . 

Pubhshmg Co.. N. York, Alil m «l< e IS n 6 . $3 . pp . 219 


sor ^rs^^ev^vroie^liis'impal-i^u^^QQ^ V ?fj , . n< ! *» P 

reviewer has Jong been interested'in^trvini* r f uni °" ?' Europe. The 
German problems. In Prof. Arseniev £ £ to , COrrela!e Russian and 
able to forge a missing link and clear nn Unc f" tiutlio! iiy w ho was 
from the first red revolution. Dr Arsenic/ ~ any C11, ^ mas * An emigre 
sight into the spiritual life of dermini- m? 1 ”"*? sympathetic in- 

writes an eirenical account of Anr.Hrn^t? ,he eve of Hi-p, He 

oils tendencies. Much of tin ■ ^ ?’ C,erm; "i- and coiitim nt.il rciigi 

Chapter 2 is concerned 1-1!^ ,|Tr ° me !?‘ ,cho <>- reading ,0^“ 
shadow of the Aryan'heresy is alre Sy ost ' °" 11 ’ Move mei,t. The 
rile German deity is to be seen £ cros ' i Prophetic pages • 

n.u German life and “ctit-hv O t r Ver >«i.n faith is pros i^-ecTin 

'and, in the high callingof till' G^n '" ,ni ' h 1 “ a f » i,h "> ouVot 
tlon i K i 0rl0US resi 'rgence of our race The d ^ r lnL ‘ vita bility of a 

■■*».«* Prof. Arseniev ri care u 'lo ' ''"I e * cc * inn rather than the 

“ “ ,10n ' ,eI1 °"' ShiP ’ nnd ViSi °'b -bich^re'sucn^f"^;^ 


sive signs of a great religious awil-e,dr... . . os: 

Arseniev's essays are glimpses ol e h amongst German youth. Bf. 
sorts and conditions of c h. r C he« hm'"’ ° f .- t !f Soul - tended by all 
Orthodox primitivc-Christiao -neunnt“!• 'Y- h,ch blossol » ‘he smme 
of life and creation bv the inrusi • a,ls ™ i—the transfiguration 

the reality of tk ,« irll" ^ ™ ° fGod hlto the world! 

the essential significance the Clmrrl. *“ Cllnst: and hence 

Christianity ...is rising ;u:.‘u on ’u_ • , e wunofagic element in 

of Nature, of the world ” homo “ : lllat «, the transfiguration 

Blit vve find the prcL'iimt ■mri c ~,i. 

“shall I continue to grieve 0 v"' ,1 " ""‘"““b' 01 K:,r l Barth in 1932- 
dom, and loss of significance- in mr Wti 1'™!'!?’'’?"''' aberration, bore- 
precisely with the loss of the S u V™ ? 1,1 ‘‘-probably 
been lost a whole third dimension The \ i ' ‘^r’ Blrt . h —‘here Inis 
lost by Protestantism only that it „nv be ? I a C ™. e " S10 '“ has been 
kind of worthless submit.,.e...o„lv "h' so aiSso ' evtTV 

believers at last ntav learn to find'•> deco .^ “"ny of “ S ministers and 
‘brill of their Nordic blond and in thelf ^'.''Ous sigmheance in the 
should now be set in the context ot Dr R Vi b'T 
Lui.ieranism. Vt-i “ in^iuht is »t, •* tt^ulu s trank criticism <rf 

rection o. Christ in . e " “«?'?««« ‘he Resur- 

Christian message i„ ^ !s cmn^ ‘ a i : ,nd f ,nd * d j 'l ‘he entire 

strongly...the mo^t important \vi*i-ess in," 1 / fr0,lt I more more 
writing may well be the la,ok of kTu.ueii, ’ Tl *^ al , m °j ,he ologicai 
1933 nevertheless, in the !.„• an W"h L Artrskkmts, 

the Resurrect,: :, of Christ slrUwd \Z Ji7 ^ b ‘.'T ness J lnd PO«« of 
weakened and even called entirelv in on siil ^‘“isuch emphasis, is 

nature"orchriiit?”' ' 1 ‘ a ' f -' ri3 "' •■il.-mytho.o^ ^^’ 0 ^ 

.1929Sr i a” 5 ^L^';f":!;e^ 1 theMysS;" °f COmm °t Pra> "‘ 

moic and more inspiration from the deep welIs of n!S. ^ ma . 

: 5 r 1 $"" - cts. 

Church, csreciallv since the beginning ot the eighteenth century) Wr 
narrow-minded nationalism (as among the Balkan and Greek^cJrflSv 
Tiles show plainly that the actual representatives of this Church Ire 
quentiy. all too irequently, have not matched up to its dynamic exulting 
faith in the Resurrection, and to the might and spiritual power oi the 
primal Christian realism, which streams out to us from its life of 
prayer. . 

In a very important chapter on “Incaruation-theologv in Modern 
Anglicanism Pro,. Arseniev observes, “Anglican theology, especially 
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since the time of the Oxford Movement, stand? very markedly under 
the influence of the Greek-Patristic theological tradition." This is 
followed by an informative chapter on the German Huchkirche move¬ 
ment, or “ Evangelical Catholicism ” rom-frei * and Heiler’s conviction 
that the Orthodox Church “ in many respects has kept the Catholic 
tradition of the Old Church in a more pure form than has the Church 
of Rome. In its non-juridic, evangelical and spiritual form, it can more 
easily make the treasures of Catholicity accessible to those coming from 
the evangelical world than can its Latin Sister Church.” It is a little 
disappointing that there is only one passing reference to the Old 
Catholics. “Some tendencies in modern Roman Catholic thought” 
are admirably summarized. Finally Dr. Arseniev discusses the Oecu¬ 
menical Movement with special reference to the Lausaifhe and Stock¬ 
holm Coherences and “ The World Alliance for International Friend¬ 
ship through the Churches.” 

Unfortunately the book is too obviously a translation, and its 
German scaffolding so apt to strike the eye. There is frequent sprink- 
bng of superfluous ejaculatory— ! ’s. But “churchiy ” (and “ chureh- 
hness tor Soboniosl ) is an original and commendable form of express¬ 
ing the equivalent of i% Soborny kirchliclt ” so strangely lacking in the 
English vocabulary. 

V. E. S. James. 

The Fate of Modem Culture 


By J. V. L. Casserl.ey 

Pp. 112. 1 5 . Dacre Press, London. 


'J 11 ? 6 h st u f seri “ of 12 bool, - s called 'Signposts,' in- 
trended to deal with the part Christian theology hrv- to plav to brims 

tWl t i’ e worl 1 toi « normal conditions. Many r ”ple th nkthat 

„• b . as reaU y u P se t the balance of the world is modem 

scientific achievements. The wonder of the telegraph SlZhZ 

grstssKa -4S = g 


tions Th ‘ S phlI ° SOphy can bc educed into three fundamental posi- 

happ ( ines S ThC PUrP ° SC ° £ human Hfe is ad -vement of freedom and 
._ (3) J h c_ ha PPydeI iv e r ance from miseries and frustrations can 


• Surely not jrcicr (= "Suitor"), ibid p. 07. 


be brought about by the sfrll further ,1 t 
knowledge. ■ urrher development of scientific 

The book under review deals wirh ,„v. i , 
use of machine will mean c | le „ ' 2 ° f 'bese positions. The 

labour. There must be a limit for“ t h, , V nl “ ore wealcb for less 

The earth is capable of maintaining th vfc" 0 " of ^ earth. 

maintaining it m abiding luxurv. if * A . “® an ra “ ; bur not of 
we shall get less later. The notion thtt r Si ““S' trora - N ’ ature - 
bring with it limitless abundance is m .; C " IU< ?. 1 P ro £ress will 
brings with it exhaustion of the earth iu> “i' m '--chanisacion 
haustion of man. tn ' n ftiU ais ° bring with it ex- 

God has created man in hi? imn-?,* -> n j ,,, , 

creator himseK. The modern mechanical m-h^ 1 ? 2n ** a 

man of his creative power. Tfr 1 a “, ” ctho f s h *ve deprived 
mechanical age. another ‘' Vl! of the modern 

The modern Western civilization is * >• 

individual for the sake of the societv From t0 tbe 

view the individual is only a piece" ot the soaetv Hr™ [ £ mt ° f 
no purpose except rhe purpose of the societv TW t subs ‘ -rves 
is rightly to be abused, exploited and S&d S rh ' ^ ““ 

. In the language of Christian phiioso™^ man S'JS*?- i 
vision of God. The totalitarian says man is a lh 1 

therefore is to be sacrificed for earthlv' th ngs th( rt"* and 
man is mote than merely temporal and herefore ca^tS'Sr? 

manfot r G m oT ,y Mmp0ral ° bi — 7 * — 

The rejection of Orthodox theology i s the cause of modem 
chaos. The modern mind is an inherently c fused and irra¬ 
tional phenomenon. partly the progenitor and part.., .he issue of our 

tsssrspir ~ *“ 

Christian traditira Ta^ the mLwe" to d.^problem lbt“i" 
thu present age, and only by return to that tradition can disaster 
be avoiJe buck a return is the necessary prelude to progress, for " 
cnr.stian theology alone is the signpost warning the Homo Sapiens 
ot rue jangers that he ahead. 

These books are really worth more than the price sec for 
• nem. In this modern bewilderment, to read them is a great relief. 
We strongly recommend this series to our readers. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

-r ^ , The Assyrian Church 

Sir , ^ W 

1 ’’.a .e received your valuable magazine with great pleasure and 
inurest, and I wish it every success in its admirable work. 

As honorary secretary of the Friends of the Assyrian Church, 
of which His Beatitude Mar Shimun XXIII. 119tb Patriarch of the 
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East, is Founder and President, may I point out that your references 
to the Assyrian Church are not entirely accurate ? 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mission, which was sent by 
Archbishop Benson at the request of Mar Shimun XX in 1888, 
ceased work in 1914, when Turkey entered the Great War. Since 
then the mission has been dormant. What has happened now is, 
that the Archbishop has entrusted the archives and property of the 
mission to the care of the Jerusalem Bishopric. The consent of the 
Patriarch and his Synod has not been given, and would not be easy 
to obtain, because of the difficulties which still hinder free inter¬ 
course between the scattered sections of the Assyrian people, and 
which are due to the political interests of several states. The only 
society in England which is actively helping the Assyrians is the 
Friends of the Assyrian Church, which is under the direct control 
of the Patriarch. 

His Beatitude, as you rightly say, has been invited by the 
Assyrian Committee in America, representing 25,000 people, to 
visit the United States. He was on his way there at the outbreak 
of war, and hopes to leave England as soon as circumstances permit. 

It is not correct to refer to him as the Nestorian Patriarch 
The official title, ncld by his predecessors for at least 1700 years is 
Patnarfch or Catholicos of the East. (He must be distinguished 
from a high ecclesiastic of the Syrian Orthodox Church in India 
who holds the same title). The title which has become popular in 
England, the Assyrian Patriarch, is quite modern, and refers to 
the Assyrian people as a race. The Church of the East existed for 
centuries before Nestonus, having been founded by St. Thaddaeus 
the Apostle Nestonus was not a member of it, for he was 
Patriarch of Constantinople. The Church of the East had no 
S f nr < ; la ^ knOW ^tedge.of the Council of Ephesus which deposed him 

persecution! 8 ^ ^ R ° man * mpire and was thcn suffc ™g 

( the ? rt ? vaI °f thc , Portuguese in India, all the Christians 

of Malankara belonged to the Church of the East. At present the 
TrkhS 5 ' C m Indl3are the flock of MarTimotheos at 

c „™ Y °f U , are . mist . aken in saying that the Khabur district where 
some of the Assyrians are settled, has been transferred to'Turkey 
Ire 1 0 q A a - dlffe . rer, f P a « Of Syria, east of the Euphrates There 
™ .y Assyrians in the district transferred to Turkey But the 

countries bv the Leacue rf Natv, , mln S ntles ln mandated 

are not allowed to visk & r Pa ? r T ch and Bish °P* 

may do so freely). ^ hough Latin bishops and priests 

Your obedient servant, 

(Rev.) C. B. MOSS, 

_____ Berks, England , 
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